








Corporations play a critical role in helping 
Plan to promote children’s rights

33

Photo: Romain Boitard 
Children admire the photographs on the wall of  
their school building, which they have taken as part 
of Plan Guinea-Bissau’s child rights programme.



“The community now 
is accepting the issue 
of disabled children”

Children with disabilities and their 

families are among the most 

marginalised and disadvantaged in 

the Arab world. In Egypt, only about 

5 per cent of people with disabilities 

have access to the services they need.  

Community Based Rehabilitation was 

a five-year project by Plan and its 

partners to implement sustainable, 

community based services for the 

rehabilitation and social inclusion of 

disabled children. Parents were a 

focus for training and education in 

this programme, as their own shift in 

attitude greatly influences acceptance 

and inclusion in mainstream society. 

Sayeda Ismai joined the project four 

years ago: “My daughter Neama is 

nine. She suffers disability in the 

Help for disabled 
children in Egypt

Photo: Adel Kasad 
Disabled children play  
at a Community Based 
Rehabilitation facility.

way she walks and talks. We used 

to never take her out but now she 

goes out. [Now] people look at my 

daughter differently and offer 

more support to us.” 

Since the CBR project ended in 

February 2008, local Community 

Development Associations 

coordinate and continue the 

services and initiatives enabled 

through the project. 

Hend is one of the trained 

volunteers: “The community now 

is accepting the issue of disabled 

children and people are dedicating 

some of their time to help them. 

Community Based Rehabilitation  

is a real achievement.”
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