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Table 4: Gender-Related Development Index (Continued)

Gender-Related 
Development
Index (GDI)

2006                                                                                                           

Life Expectancy
At Birth 
(Years)
2006                

Adult Literacy Rate 
(% Aged 15 And Above)

1999—2006                                                                           

Combined Gross Enrolment 
Ratio In Educationb (%)                                                                                                                  

2006

Estimated Earned 
Incomec (PPP US$)                                   

2006

HDI Rank 
Minus GDI 

Rankd

HDI 
rank

Rank Value as a % 
of HDI 
value

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male

MEDIUM HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

135 Myanmar 117 0.581 99.4 64.6 58.1 86.4 q 93.9 q 57.5 55.2 655 g,h 1,078 g,h 0

136 Cambodia 118 0.571 99.3 61.1 55.9 66.7 j 85.5 j 54.8 62.5 1,392 h 1,858 h 0

137 Comoros 119 0.565 98.8 66.7 62.4 68.8 j 79.6 j 42.3 g 50.4 g 771 h 1,530 h 0

138 Yemen 122 0.535 94.3 63.6 60.4 38.6 j 75.9 j 42.3 65.9 1,038 h 3,454 h -2

139 Pakistan 121 0.537 95.6 65.2 64.7 39.6 67.7 34.4 43.9 1,076 h 3,569 h 0

140 Mauritania 120 0.550 98.8 65.4 61.8 47.5 j 62.9 j 50.5 50.7 1,290 h 2,474 h 2

141 Swaziland 126 0.527 97.3 40.4 39.9 78.3 q 80.9 q 58.4 g 61.8 g 2,424 h 7,140 h -3

142 Ghana 125 0.530 99.3 59.8 59.0 57.2 j 71.2 j 50.8 54.9 1,035 1,454 h -1

143 Madagascar 124 0.530 99.6 60.6 57.1 65.3 q 76.5 q 58.7 61.4 723 1,034 1

144 Kenya 123 0.531 99.9 53.7 51.7 70.2 q 77.7 q 58.2 61.0 1,295 1,577 3

145 Nepal 127 0.517 97.7 63.4 62.5 42.0 j 69.3 j 58.1 63.4 671 h 1,331 h 0

146 Sudan 131 0.502 95.4 59.3 56.4 51.8 q,s 71.1 q,s 37.6 42.2 756 h 2,999 h -3

147 Bangladesh 128 0.516 98.4 64.4 62.6 46.8 j 57.9 j 52.5 g 51.8 g 722 h 1,567 h 1

148 Haiti .. .. .. 61.9 58.2 62.8 j 59.1 j .. .. 770 h 1,454 h ..

149 Papua New Guinea .. .. .. 60.2 54.4 52.6 j 62.0 j .. .. 1,603 h 2,287 h ..

150 Cameroon 129 0.505 98.3 50.3 49.6 59.8 77.0 45.8 55.6 1,359 h 2,726 h 1

151 Djibouti 130 0.504 98.3 55.5 53.0 61.4 k 79.9 k 21.9 29.0 1,282 h 2,648 h 1

152 Tanzania (United 
Republic of)

132 0.500 99.4 52.6 50.5 65.2 j 78.9 j 53.1 55.4 947 h 1,307 h 0

153 Senegal 133 0.493 98.3 64.7 60.7 31.5 j 52.7 j 39.0 43.3 1,134 h 2,051 h 0

LOW HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

154 Nigeria 136 0.485 97.2 47.2 46.1 62.8 j 79.4 j 46.6 g 58.2 g 1,054 h 2,650 h -2

155 Lesotho 135 0.487 98.2 42.4 42.1 90.3 73.7 62.3 60.6 1,016 h 1,915 h 0

156 Uganda 134 0.489 99.1 51.0 49.8 64.1 j 81.2 j 61.6 62.9 735 h 1,042 h 2

157 Angola .. .. .. 43.7 40.5 54.2 q 82.9 q .. .. 3,393 h 5,504 h ..

158 Timor-Leste .. .. .. 61.0 59.4 .. .. 62.1 g 64.2 g 428 h 902 h ..

159 Togo 138 0.460 95.9 59.8 56.2 38.5 q 68.7 q 47.9 65.3 478 h 1,112 h -1

160 Gambia 137 0.465 98.6 60.1 58.0 35.4 k 49.9 k 47.2 46.4 804 h 1,498 h 1

161 Benin 141 0.442 96.4 57.0 54.6 27.1 j 52.4 j 44.5 60.1 805 h 1,706 h -2

162 Malawi 139 0.453 99.2 47.2 46.7 63.3 j 78.7 j 61.7 62.1 596 h 810 h 1

163 Zambia 140 0.444 98.0 41.2 41.0 59.8 q 76.3 q 60.7 g 66.0 g 897 h 1,650 h 1

164 Eritrea 143 0.428 96.9 59.5 54.6 49.7 k 71.5 k 27.6 39.1 349 h 695 h -1

165 Rwanda 142 0.433 99.6 47.3 44.2 59.8 q 71.4 q 52.4 g 52.0 g 696 h 952 h 1

166 Côte d’Ivoire 145 0.412 95.5 48.6 46.9 38.6 q 60.8 q 31.3 43.7 787 h 2,449 h -1

167 Guinea 144 0.412 97.5 56.9 53.7 18.1 q 42.6 q 41.5 56.9 893 h 1,337 h 1
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Table 4: Gender-Related Development Index (Continued)

Gender-Related 
Development
Index (GDI)

2006                                                                                                           

Life Expectancy
At Birth 
(Years)
2006                

Adult Literacy Rate 
(% Aged 15 And Above)

1999—2006                                                                           

Combined Gross Enrolment 
Ratio In Educationb (%)                                                                                                                  

2006

Estimated Earned 
Incomec (PPP US$)                                   

2006

HDI Rank 
Minus GDI 

Rankd

HDI 
rank

Rank Value as a % 
of HDI 
value

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male

LOW HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

168 Mali 146 0.382 97.8 55.8 51.3 15.6 j 31.1 j 37.5 51.0 842 h 1,284 h 0

169 Ethiopia 148 0.377 96.7 53.5 50.9 22.8 50.0 39.9 50.2 529 h 873 h -1

170 Chad 149 0.372 95.6 51.8 49.1 12.8 q 40.8 q 27.5 g 45.5 g 1,169 h 1,775 h -1

171 Guinea-Bissau 150 0.370 96.5 47.7 44.5 52.4 j 73.8 j 28.8 g 44.5 g 315 h 621 h -1

172 Burundi 147 0.378 99.1 50.2 47.5 52.2 q 67.3 q 42.1 48.0 291 h 377 h 3

173 Burkina Faso 151 0.364 97.9 53.2 50.1 17.9 p 34.3 p 26.5 33.7 861 h 1,306 h 0

174 Niger 154 0.349 94.4 55.4 57.1 15.8 j 43.8 j 21.1 31.4 437 h 781 h -2

175 Mozambique 152 0.358 97.8 43.1 41.8 32.0 j 57.0 j 50.2 59.4 663 h 819 h 1

176 Liberia 153 0.351 96.6 46.0 44.2 49.2 j 59.6 j 48.6 g 66.5 g 222 h 447 h 1

177 Congo (Democratic 
Republic of the)

155 0.345 95.5 47.4 44.8 54.1 q 80.9 q 28.1 g 38.7 g 191 h 372 h 0

178 Central African Republic 156 0.336 95.5 45.3 42.6 33.5 q 64.8 q 22.9 34.4 517 h 849 h 0

179 Sierra Leone 157 0.311 94.6 43.7 40.5 25.7 j 49.0 j 37.6 g 51.7 g 396 h 872 h 0

OTHER UN MEMBER STATES

10001 Afghanistan .. .. .. 43.2 43.3 12.6 q 43.1 q 35.4 g 63.6 g .. .. ..

10002 Andorra .. .. .. 84.2 77.4 .. .. 66.3 64.0 .. .. ..

10003 Iraq .. .. .. 60.4 56.4 64.2 q 84.1 q 52.1 g 68.5 g .. .. ..

10004 Kiribati .. .. .. 69.4 63.8 .. .. 77.9 g 73.8 g .. .. ..

10005 Korea (Democratic 
People’s Rep. of)

.. .. .. 68.9 64.7 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

10006 Liechtenstein .. .. .. 82.2 75.9 .. .. 79.3 g 93.2 g .. .. ..

10007 Marshall Islands .. .. .. 72.3 68.3 .. .. 71.2 g 71.1 g .. .. ..

10008 Micronesia (Federated 
States of)

.. .. .. 69.0 67.5 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

10009 Monaco .. .. .. 85.0 78.2 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

10010 Nauru .. .. .. 83.0 75.2 .. .. 56.1 54.0 .. .. ..

10011 Palau .. .. .. 72.3 68.2 .. .. 91.2 g 82.4 g .. .. ..

10012 San Marino .. .. .. 84.4 77.6 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

10013 Somalia .. .. .. 48.7 46.3 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

10014 Tuvalu .. .. .. 67.1 63.6 .. .. 70.8 g 67.8 g .. .. ..

10015 Zimbabwe .. .. .. 40.9 42.3 87.6 j 93.7 j 53.4 g 55.5 g .. .. ..
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4  Gender-Related Development Index (Continued)

NOTES
a.  Data refer to national literacy estimates from censuses or surveys conducted between 1999 and 2006, unless otherwise specified. Due to differences in 

methodology and timeliness of underlying data, comparisons across countries and over time should be made  with caution.  
     For more details, see http://www.uis.unesco.org/.
b.  Data for some countries may refer to national or UNESCO Institute for Statistics estimates. For details, see http://www.uis.unesco.org/.
c.  Because of the lack of gender-disaggregated income data, female and male earned income are crudely estimated on the basis of data on the ratio of the 

female nonagricultural wage to the male nonagricultural wage, the female and male shares of the economically active population, 
     the total female and male population and GDP per capita in PPP US$ (see Technical note 1). The wage ratios used in this calculation are based on data for 

the most recent year available between 1997 and 2006.
d.  The HDI ranks used in this calculation are recalculated for the countries with a GDI value. A positive figure indicates that the GDI rank is higher than the 

HDI rank, a negative the opposite.
e.  For the purposes of calculating the GDI, a value of 99.0 % was applied.
f.   For the purpose of calculating the GDI, the female and male values appearing in this table were scaled downward to reflect the maximum values for adult 

literacy (99%), gross enrolment ratios (100%), and GDP per capita (40,000 (PPP US$)). For more details, see Technical note 1.
g.  Data refer to an earlier year than that specified.
h.  No wage data are available. For the purposes of calculating the estimated female and male earned income, a value of 0.75 was used for the ratio of the 

female nonagricultural wage to the male nonagricultural wage.
i.   Statec 2008.  Data refer to nationals enrolled both in the country and abroad and thus differ from the standard definition.
j.   UNESCO Institute for Statistics estimates based on its Global Age-specific Literacy Projection model, April 2008.
k.  In the absence of recent data, estimates from UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2003 based on outdated census or survey information were used, and should 

be interpreted with caution.
l.   Heston, Summers and  Aten 2006. Data differ from the standard definition.
m. Data refer to Serbia and Montenegro prior to its separation into two independent states in June 2006. Data exclude Kosovo.
n.  UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2007.
o.  Earned income is estimated using the economic activity rate for Serbia and Montenegro prior to its separation into two independent states in June 2006. 

Data exclude Kosovo.
p.  Data are from a national household survey
q.  Data are from UNICEF’s Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey.
r.   In the absence of an estimate of GDP per capita (in PPP US$), an HDRO estimate of  2,073 (PPP US$) was used, derived from the value of GDP in US$ and 

the weighted average ratio of PPP US$ to US$ in the Arab States.
s.  Date refer to North Sudan only.

SOURCES
Column 1: determined on the basis of GDI values in column 2.        
Column 2: calculated based on data in columns 3—10.
Column 3: calculated based on GDI and HDI values.                         
Columns 4 and 5: UN 2007.
Columns 6 and 7: UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2008a.                
Columns 8 and 9: UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2008b.
Columns 10 and 11: calculated based on data on GDP                     
Column 12: calculated based on recalculated HDI ranks and GDI ranks in column 1.(in PPP US$) and population from World Bank 2008c 

and
data on wages from ILO 2008 and economically active population from ILO 2007.

GDI ranks for 157 Countries and Areas	

1 Iceland 35 United Arab Emirates 70 Ukraine 104 Nicaragua 133 Tanzania (United Republic of)

2 Australia 36 Hungary 71 Lebanon 105 Guatemala 134 Senegal

3 Norway 37 Poland 72 Turkey 106 Tajikistan 135 Uganda

4 Canada 38 Qatar 73 Armenia 107 Occupied Palestinian 
Territories

136 Lesotho

5 Sweden 39 Slovakia 74 Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

108 South Africa 137 Nigeria

6 France 40 Estonia 75 Tonga 109 Botswana 138 Gambia

7 Netherlands 41 Lithuania 76 Jamaica 110 Namibia 139 Togo

8 Finland 42 Chile 77 Suriname 111 Sao Tome and Principe 140 Malawi

9 Denmark 43 Latvia 78 Dominican Republic 112 Morocco 141 Zambia

10 Switzerland 44 Croatia 79 China 113 Congo 142 Benin

11 Spain 45 Argentina 80 Jordan 114 Bhutan 143 Rwanda

12 Japan 46 Uruguay 81 Azerbaijan 115 Lao People's Democratic 
Republic

144 Eritrea

13 Ireland 47 Bahamas 82 Samoa 116 India 145 Guinea

14 United
Kingdom

48 Cuba 83 Paraguay 117 Myanmar 146 Côte d'Ivoire

15 Greece 49 Costa Rica 84 Tunisia 118 Cambodia 147 Mali

16 Italy 50 Mexico 85 Maldives 119 Comoros 148 Burundi

17 Belgium 51 Bulgaria 86 Philippines 120 Mauritania 149 Ethiopia

18 Luxembourg 52 Panama 87 El Salvador 121 Pakistan 150 Chad

19 United States 53 Trinidad and 
Tobago

88 Fiji 122 Yemen 151 Guinea-Bissau

20 New Zealand 54 Romania 89 Algeria 123 Kenya 152 Burkina Faso

21 Germany 55 Montenegro 90 Sri Lanka 124 Madagascar 153 Mozambique

22 Hong Kong, 
China (SAR)

56 Serbia 91 Syrian Arab
Republic

125 Ghana 154 Liberia

23 Austria 57 Malaysia 92 Bolivia 126 Swaziland 155 Niger

24 Slovenia 58 Venezuela (Bolivarian 
Republic of)

93 Indonesia 127 Nepal 156 Congo (Democratic 
Republic of the)

25 Korea 
(Republic of)

59 Oman 94 Guyana 128 Bangladesh 157 Central African 
Republic

26 Cyprus 60 Belarus 95 Mongolia 129 Cameroon 158 Sierra Leone

27 Singapore 61 Kazakhstan 96 Viet Nam 130 Djibouti

28 Portugal 62 Russian Federation 97 Moldova 131 Sudan

29 Brunei 
Darussalam

63 Brazil 98 Equatorial Guinea 132 Tanzania (United 
Republic of)

30 Czech Republic 64 Albania 99 Honduras 128 Bangladesh

31 Kuwait 66 Macedonia (TFYR) 100 Uzbekistan 129 Cameroon

32 Bahrain 67 Mauritius 101 Cape Verde 130 Djibouti

33 Malta 68 Thailand 102 Kyrgyzstan 131 Sudan

34 Barbados 69 Colombia 103 Vanuatu 132 Tanzania (United 
Republic of)
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure 

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

HIGH HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

1 Iceland 5 0.881 33.3 29 56 0.73

2 Norway 2 0.915 36.1 33 50 0.79

3 Canada 11 0.829 24.9 36 56 0.65

4 Australia 7 0.866 29.6 38 56 0.73

5 Ireland 23 0.727 15.5 31 52 0.58

6 Netherlands 6 0.872 37.8 27 50 0.66

7 Sweden 1 0.925 47.0 32 51 0.84

8 Japan 58 0.575 12.3 10 d 47 d 0.46

9 Luxembourg .. .. 23.3 .. .. 0.55

10 Switzerland 10 0.829 27.2 31 46 0.66

11 France 17 0.780 19.6 38 48 0.62

12 Finland 3 0.892 41.5 30 55 0.72

13 Denmark 4 0.887 38.0 25 53 0.74

14 Austria 19 0.748 26.6 29 48 0.40

15 United States 18 0.769 16.6 42 55 d 0.64

16 Spain 12 0.825 33.6 32 48 0.53

17 Belgium 9 0.841 36.2 31 49 0.52

18 Greece 26 0.691 14.7 27 49 0.53

19 Italy 21 0.734 20.2 33 47 0.49

20 New Zealand 13 0.823 33.1 40 52 0.72

21 United Kingdom 14 0.786 19.6 35 47 0.70

22 Hong Kong, China (SAR) .. .. .. 29 42 0.78

23 Germany 8 0.852 30.6 38 50 0.61

24 Israel 29 0.662 14.2 30 52 0.67

25 Korea (Republic of) 68 0.540 13.7 8 40 0.52

26 Slovenia 37 0.625 10.0 33 56 0.62

27 Brunei Darussalam .. .. .. 35 d 37 d 0.42

28 Singapore 15 0.782 24.5 31 44 0.52

29 Kuwait .. .. 3.1 e .. .. 0.40

30 Cyprus 41 0.615 14.3 16 46 0.60

31 United Arab Emirates 24 0.698 22.5 10 25 0.25

32 Bahrain 35 0.627 13.8 12 33 0.43

33 Portugal 20 0.741 28.3 33 51 0.61

34 Qatar 99 0.380 0.0 7 25 0.25
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued) 

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

HIGH HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

35 Czech Republic 31 0.650 16.0 29 53 0.60

36 Malta 70 0.529 8.7 18 41 0.53

37 Barbados 43 0.614 13.7 43 52 0.64

38 Hungary 54 0.586 11.1 37 61 0.67

39 Poland 39 0.618 18.0 35 61 0.60

40 Chile 75 0.521 12.7 24 d 50 d 0.41

41 Slovakia 34 0.638 19.3 28 58 0.59

42 Estonia 30 0.655 20.8 34 68 0.63

43 Lithuania 42 0.614 17.7 40 71 0.72

44 Latvia 33 0.644 20.0 41 64 0.67

45 Croatia 38 0.622 20.9 26 51 0.69

46 Argentina 25 0.692 39.8 23 54 0.56

47 Uruguay 66 0.542 12.3 40 53 0.57

48 Cuba 28 0.674 43.2 29 d 60 d 0.45

49 Bahamas 22 0.730 25.0 41 62 0.72

50 Costa Rica 27 0.690 36.8 30 42 0.56

51 Mexico 47 0.603 22.1 27 42 0.42

52 Libyan Arab Jamahiriya .. .. 7.7 .. .. 0.31

53 Oman 89 0.434 9.1 9 33 0.20

54 Seychelles .. .. 23.5 .. .. ..

55 Saudi Arabia 106 0.297 0.0 9 31 0.17

56 Bulgaria 44 0.605 21.7 32 62 0.66

57 Trinidad and Tobago 16 0.780 33.3 43 53 0.47

58 Panama 49 0.597 16.7 45 49 0.62

59 Antigua and Barbuda .. .. 16.7 45 55 ..

60 Saint Kitts and Nevis .. .. 6.7 .. .. ..

61 Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic 
of)

57 0.577 18.6 27 d 61 d 0.54

62 Romania 80 0.500 9.6 30 57 0.70

63 Malaysia 69 0.538 14.6 23 41 0.44

64 Montenegro 85 0.463 11.1 20 60 0.54

65 Serbia 56 0.584 21.6 25 56 0.56

66 Saint Lucia 52 0.590 17.2 52 56 0.52

67 Belarus .. .. 32.5 .. .. 0.64
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued) 

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

HIGH HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

68 Macedonia (TFYR) 32 0.644 31.7 27 51 0.49

69 Albania .. .. 7.1 .. .. 0.55

70 Brazil 81 0.498 9.4 35 53 0.56

71 Kazakhstan 74 0.524 12.3 38 67 0.68

72 Ecuador 45 0.605 25.0 28 49 0.57

73 Russian Federation 65 0.544 11.5 39 64 0.63

74 Mauritius 76 0.509 17.1 15 42 0.42

75 Bosnia and Herzegovina .. .. 12.3 .. .. 0.67

MEDIUM HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

76 Turkey 101 0.371 9.1 8 33 0.28

77 Dominica .. .. 19.4 57 55 ..

78 Lebanon .. .. 4.7 .. .. 0.32

79 Peru 36 0.627 29.2 28 42 0.56

80 Colombia 82 0.488 9.7 38 d 49 d 0.62

81 Thailand 78 0.506 12.7 29 55 0.62

82 Ukraine 86 0.453 8.2 38 64 0.58

83 Armenia 95 0.405 8.4 24 65 0.55

84 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 103 0.345 2.8 16 34 0.41

85 Tonga 102 0.362 3.1 f 27 43 0.48

86 Grenada .. .. 21.4 49 53 ..

87 Jamaica 71 0.526 13.6 59 g .. 0.57

88 Belize 79 0.506 11.1 41 50 0.40

89 Suriname 46 0.604 25.5 28 d 51 d 0.41

90 Jordan .. .. 8.5 .. .. 0.31

91 Dominican Republic 60 0.561 17.1 42 51 0.44

92 Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines

.. .. 18.2 .. .. 0.53

93 Georgia 96 0.399 6.0 33 62 0.33

94 China 72 0.526 21.3 17 52 0.65

95 Tunisia .. .. 19.9 .. .. 0.30

96 Samoa .. .. 8.2 .. .. 0.38

97 Azerbaijan 88 0.434 11.4 16 51 0.66

98 Paraguay .. .. 13.6 .. .. 0.60

99 Maldives 90 0.430 12.0 14 49 0.52
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued)

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (Gem)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

MEDIUM HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

100 Algeria 105 0.312 6.5 5 35 0.35

101 El Salvador 73 0.525 16.7 29 48 0.50

102 Philippines 61 0.560 20.2 58 61 0.61

103 Fiji .. .. .. h 51 d 9 d 0.49

104 Sri Lanka 100 0.371 5.8 21 48 0.39

105 Syrian Arab Republic 92 0.415 12.4 15 d,i 40 d 0.34

106 Occupied Palestinian Territories .. .. .. 12 34 0.12

107 Gabon .. .. 16.1 .. .. 0.58

108 Turkmenistan .. .. 16.0 .. .. 0.64

109 Indonesia 87 0.441 11.6 22 d 51 d 0.46

110 Guyana 55 0.586 29.0 25 59 0.47

111 Bolivia 77 0.509 14.6 36 40 0.58

112 Mongolia 94 0.406 4.2 49 55 0.60

113 Moldova 63 0.552 21.8 39 64 0.63

114 Viet Nam 62 0.555 25.8 22 51 0.71

115 Equatorial Guinea .. .. 6.0 .. .. 0.43

116 Egypt 107 0.283 3.7 11 32 0.25

117 Honduras 50 0.590 23.4 41 d 52 d 0.46

118 Cape Verde .. .. 18.1 .. .. 0.36

119 Uzbekistan .. .. 16.4 .. .. 0.60

120 Nicaragua 67 0.542 18.5 41 51 0.32

121 Guatemala .. .. 12.0 .. .. 0.33

122 Kyrgyzstan 59 0.573 25.6 35 62 0.58

123 Vanuatu .. .. 3.8 .. .. 0.69

124 Tajikistan .. .. 19.6 .. .. 0.58

125 South Africa .. .. 33.9 j .. .. 0.45

126 Botswana 64 0.546 11.1 33 51 0.67

127 Morocco 104 0.316 6.2 12 35 0.25

128 Sao Tome and Principe .. .. 1.8 .. .. 0.31

129 Namibia 40 0.616 26.9 36 52 0.56

130 Congo .. .. 9.2 .. .. 0.50

131 Bhutan .. .. 13.9 .. .. 0.51

132 India .. .. 9.2 .. .. 0.32
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued) 

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

MEDIUM HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

133 Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic

.. .. 25.2 .. .. 0.51

134 Solomon Islands .. .. 0.0 .. .. 0.51

135 Myanmar .. .. .. k .. .. 0.61

136 Cambodia 93 0.409 15.8 14 33 0.75

137 Comoros .. .. .. .. .. 0.50

138 Yemen 108 0.136 0.7 4 15 0.30

139 Pakistan 98 0.392 21.2 3 26 0.30

140 Mauritania .. .. 19.9 .. .. 0.52

141 Swaziland .. .. .. .. .. 0.34

142 Ghana .. .. 10.9 .. .. 0.71

143 Madagascar 97 0.397 9.4 22 43 0.70

144 Kenya .. .. 9.8 .. .. 0.82

145 Nepal 83 0.485 33.2 14 20 0.50

146 Sudan .. .. 16.8 .. .. 0.25

147 Bangladesh .. .. .. l 10 d 22 d 0.46

148 Haiti .. .. 5.2 .. .. 0.53

149 Papua New Guinea .. .. 0.9 .. .. 0.70

150 Cameroon .. .. 13.9 .. .. 0.50

151 Djibouti .. .. 13.8 .. .. 0.48

152 Tanzania (United Republic of) 48 0.600 30.4 49 32 0.72

153 Senegal .. .. 29.2 .. .. 0.55

LOW HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

154 Nigeria .. .. 7.3 .. .. 0.40

155 Lesotho 53 0.589 25.8 52 58 0.53

156 Uganda 51 0.590 30.7 33 35 0.71

157 Angola .. .. 37.3 .. .. 0.62

158 Timor-Leste .. .. 29.2 .. .. 0.47

159 Togo .. .. 11.1 .. .. 0.43

160 Gambia .. .. 9.4 .. .. 0.54

161 Benin .. .. 10.8 .. .. 0.47

162 Malawi .. .. 13.0 .. .. 0.74

163 Zambia 91 0.425 15.2 19 d 31 d 0.54

164 Eritrea .. .. 22.0 .. .. 0.50
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Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued) 

Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM)

Seats In 
Parliament 

Held By 
Womena

Female 
Legislators,

Senior 
Officials And 
Managersb

Female 
Professional 

And 
Technical
Workersb

Ratio Of 
Estimated 

Female To Male 
Earned 
Incomec

HDI 
rank

Rank Value       (% of total)  (% of total) (% of total)

LOW HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

165 Rwanda .. .. 50.9 .. .. 0.73

166 Côte d’Ivoire .. .. 8.9 .. .. 0.32

167 Guinea .. .. 19.3 .. .. 0.67

168 Mali .. .. 10.2 .. .. 0.66

169 Ethiopia 84 0.474 21.4 20 30 0.61

170 Chad .. .. 5.2 .. .. 0.66

171 Guinea-Bissau .. .. 14.0 .. .. 0.51

172 Burundi .. .. 31.7 .. .. 0.77

173 Burkina Faso .. .. 15.3 .. .. 0.66

174 Niger .. .. 12.4 .. .. 0.56

175 Mozambique .. .. 34.8 .. .. 0.81

176 Liberia .. .. 13.8 .. .. 0.50

177 Congo (Democratic Republic 
of the)

.. .. 7.7 .. .. 0.51

178 Central African Republic .. .. 10.5 .. .. 0.61

179 Sierra Leone .. .. 13.2 .. .. 0.45

OTHER UN MEMBER STATES

10001 Afghanistan .. .. 25.9 .. .. ..

10002 Andorra .. .. 25.0 .. .. ..

10003 Iraq .. .. 25.5 .. .. ..

10004 Kiribati .. .. 4.3 27 d 44 d ..

10005 Korea (Democratic People’s 
Rep. of)

.. .. 20.1 .. .. ..

10006 Liechtenstein .. .. 24.0 .. .. ..

10007 Marshall Islands .. .. 3.0 19 d 36 d ..

10008 Micronesia (Federated States 
of)

.. .. 0.0 .. .. ..

10009 Monaco .. .. 25.0 .. .. ..

10010 Nauru .. .. 0.0 .. .. ..

10011 Palau .. .. 0.0 36 d 44 d ..

10012 San Marino .. .. 11.7 18 51 ..

10013 Somalia .. .. 8.2 .. .. ..

10014 Tuvalu .. .. 0.0 25 50 ..

10015 Zimbabwe .. .. 18.2 .. .. ..
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GEM ranks for 108 Countries and Areas	

1 Sweden 28 Cuba 55 Guyana 82 Colombia 100 Sri Lanka

2 Norway 29 Israel 56 Serbia 83 Nepal 101 Turkey

3 Finland 30 Estonia 57 Venezuela 
(Bolivarian 
Republic of)

84 Ethiopia 102 Tonga

4 Denmark 31 Czech Republic 58 Japan 85 Montenegro 103 Iran (Islamic Republic of)

5 Iceland 32 Macedonia (TFYR) 59 Kyrgyzstan 86 Ukraine 104 Morocco

6 Netherlands 33 Latvia 60 Dominican Republic 87 Indonesia 105 Algeria

7 Australia 34 Slovakia 61 Philippines 88 Azerbaijan 106 Saudi Arabia

8 Germany 35 Bahrain 62 Viet Nam 89 Oman 107 Egypt

9 Belgium 36 Peru 63 Moldova 90 Maldives 108 Yemen

10 Switzerland 37 Slovenia 64 Botswana 82 Colombia

11 Canada 38 Croatia 65 Russian Federation 83 Nepal

12 Spain 39 Poland 66 Uruguay 84 Ethiopia

13 New Zealand 40 Namibia 67 Nicaragua 85 Montenegro

14 United 
Kingdom

41 Cyprus 68 Korea (Republic of) 86 Ukraine

15 Singapore 42 Lithuania 69 Malaysia 87 Indonesia

16 Trinidad and 
Tobago

43 Barbados 70 Malta 88 Azerbaijan

17 France 44 Bulgaria 71 Jamaica 89 Oman

18 United States 45 Ecuador 72 China 90 Maldives

19 Austria 46 Suriname 73 El Salvador 91 Zambia

20 Portugal 47 Mexico 74 Kazakhstan 92 Syrian Arab Republic

21 Italy 48 Tanzania (United 
Republic of)

75 Chile 93 Cambodia

22 Bahamas 49 Panama 76 Mauritius 94 Mongolia

23 Ireland 50 Honduras 77 Bolivia 95 Armenia

24 United Arab 
Emirates

51 Uganda 78 Thailand 96 Georgia

25 Argentina 52 Saint Lucia 79 Belize 97 Madagascar

26 Greece 53 Lesotho 80 Romania 98 Pakistan

27 Costa Rica 54 Hungary 81 Brazil 99 Qatar

Table 5: Gender Empowerment Measure (Continued)

NOTES
a.  Data are as of 31 October 2008, unless otherwise specified. Where there are lower and upper houses, data refer to the weighted average of women’s 

shares of seats in both houses.
b.  Data refer to the most recent year available between 1997 and 2006. Estimates for countries that have implemented the International Standard 

Classification of Occupations (ISCO-88) are not strictly comparable with those for countries using the previous classification (ISCO-68).
c.  Calculated on the basis of data in columns 10 and 11 in table 4. Estimates are based on data for the most recent year available between 1996 and 2006. 

Following the methodology implemented in the calculation of the GDI, the income component of the GEM has been scaled downward for countries whose 
income exceeds the maximum goalpost GDP per capita value of 40,000 (PPP US$). For more details, see Technical note 1.

d.  Data follow the ISCO-68 classification.
e.  No woman candidate was elected in the 2008 elections. Two women were appointed to the 16-member cabinet sworn in in June 2008. As cabinet 

ministers also sit in parliament, there were two women out of a total of 65 members in October 2008.
f.   No woman cndidate was elected in the 2008 elections. One woman was appointed to the cabinet. As cabinet ministers also sit in parliament, there was one 

woman out of a total of 32 members in October 2008.
g.  Data for Jamaica combine legislators, senior officials, managers, professional and technical workers.
h.  The parliament was dissolved following a coup d’etat.
i.   Data for Syrian Arab Republic include clerical supervisors.
j.   The figures on the distribution of seats in the Upper House do not include the 36 special rotating delegates appointed on an ad hoc basis. All percentages 

given are therefore calculated on the basis of the 54 permanent seats.
k.  The parliament elected in 1990 has never been convened nor authorized to sit, and many of its members were detained or forced into exile.
l.   The parliament was dissolved on 27 October 2006, in view of elections that are yet to take place. Women held 52 of the 345 seats (15%) in the outgoing 

parliament.

SOURCES
Column 1: determined on the basis of GEM values in column 2.
Column 2: calculated based on data in columns 3—6; see Technical note 1 for details.
Column 3: calculated based on data on parliamentary seats from IPU 2008a and 2008b.
Columns 4 and 5: calculated based on occupational data from ILO 2008.
Column 6: calculated based on data in columns 10 and 11 of table 4.
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A list of links to websites, reports, research 
institutions, databases and agencies working 
on gender-based discrimination, with a 
particular focus on girls and young women.

Civil Society Organisations

Amnesty International (Stop Violence 
Against Women) is a campaign which strives 
to end violence against women and girls 
in times of peace as well as war. Its main 
themes are the empowerment of women, 
violence against women perpetrated by the 
state and the implementation of existing 
laws on rape and sexual violence. For more 
information visit: www.amnesty.org/en/
campaigns/stop-violence-against-women  

Campaign for Female Education (CAMFED) 
is an organisation which strives to eradicate 
poverty in Africa through girls’ education 
and female empowerment. It focuses on 
rural areas where girls are more likely to be 
left behind and uses a long-term strategy 
to ensure that the girls are able to complete 
their education. Its model has four stages. 
Girls complete primary and secondary school, 
then receive business training for their own 
economic empowerment and finally are able 
to lead change in their community. For more 
information visit: www.camfed.org

European Women’s Lobby is the largest 
umbrella organisation of women’s 
associations in the EU. Its goal is to promote 
gender equality in Europe and it is active 
in several areas including social policy and 
employment, asylum and immigration and 
international action. More information can 
be found at: www.womenlobby.org. 

Forum of African Women Educationalists 
(FAWE) is a pan-African NGO founded by 
five female ministers of education. It works 
to improve access and quality of education to 
girls in the region. It has national chapters in 
35 African countries. More information can 
be found at www.fawe.org. 

Girl Guides – see World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts

Girls, Inc is a non-profit organisation 
dedicated to empowering girls. It provides 
educational opportunities to girls in the most 
vulnerable sections of society in the United 
States. For more information visit: www.
girlsinc.org. 

Human Rights Watch (Children’s Rights 
Division) works on children’s rights in 
the areas of: child labour, child soldiers, 
education, HIV and AIDS, street children, 
juvenile justice, refugees and migrants, 
violence against children, orphans and 
abandoned children and violence against 
children. It has published several reports 
relating to these issues which can be 
found at: www.hrw.org/en/publications/
reports/669/related. 

Inter-African Committee on Traditional 
Practices Affecting the Health of Women 
and Children works to protect the rights of 
women and girls through campaigning to 
end female genital cutting as well as other 
harmful traditional practices. Of particular 
interest are its ‘Glossary on Violence against 
Women’ and other relevant publications 
which can be found at: www.iac-ciaf.com/
iacpublications.htm. 

International Save the Children Alliance 
works to improve children’s rights 
worldwide. Working in over 120 countries 
it operates in emergency situations as well 
as long term development. Its Rewrite the 
Future campaign is the first to include all 
27 members of the alliance and focuses 
on securing education for children out 
of school in conflict zones. Campaign 
publications relevant to this report can be 
found at: www.savethechildren.net/alliance/
what_we_do/rewritethefuture/resources/
publications.html. 

Save the Children also produces a yearly 
State of the World’s Mothers Report. The 
2009 Report entitled The State of the 
World’s Mothers: Investing in the Early Years 
can be found here: www.savethechildren.
org/publications/state-of-the-worlds-
mothers-report/state-worlds-mothers-
report-2009.pdf. 

Information on Girls Ipas is an organisation focused on increasing 
women’s ability to assert their sexual and 
reproductive rights. It works in several areas, 
focusing on sexual violence and youth. 
It works in advocacy, research, training 
health workers in safe abortion techniques 
and technologies and advocacy. For more 
information visit: www.ipas.org/Index.aspx. 

NGO Working Group on Girls’ Rights is 
an international network dedicated to the 
development and well-being of girls through 
all stages of their youth. It aims to ensure 
domestic implementation of international 
standards as well as promote advocacy 
of girls’ issues in international policy and 
promoting girls’ active participation as 
agents of change. More information can be 
found at: www.girlsrights.org 

Soroptimist International is an organisation 
for women in management and professions 
who work to advance women’s status and 
human rights. Through advocacy, awareness 
and action, ‘soroptimists’ work towards 
social justice and women’s empowerment. 
For more information visit: www.
soroptimistinternational.org/index.html. 

Street Kids International is an international 
organisation working with street children all 
around the world. It trains youth workers 
to disseminate information on various 
issues affecting street kids such as sexual 
health and drug use. It runs a street work 
programme which trains children in how to 
make a safe and productive living. It also 
works to raise awareness and develop a 
global network of organisations working for 
street children. For more information visit: 
www.streetkids.org. 

Womenkind Worldwide aims to 
promote women as a force for change in 
development. It works in 15 developing 
countries funding projects tied to women’s 
legal rights and self-empowerment. An 
interesting report on female empowerment 
entitled ‘Speaking Out: Promoting Women 
as Decision-makers Worldwide’ can be 
found at: www.womankind.org.uk/upload/
Speaking%20Out%20Feb%2008.pdf. 

Women’s World Summit Foundation has 
consultative status with the UN and acts to 
promote the rights of women and children. 
Recognising that women and children 
represent a vulnerable constituency with 
almost no say in their own development 
and rights, the organisation strives to alert 
governments and international bodies to 
take an active role in the empowerment of 
women and children. More information can 
be found at: www.woman.ch 

World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts works worldwide to provide a 
non-formal education through which girls 
can gain life skills and self-development. 
It reaches approximately 10 million girls 
through 145 member organisations. For 
more information visit: www.wagggsworld.
org/en/home. 

World Vision International is a relief, 
advocacy and development organisation 
working with children and families. For more 
information visit: www.worldvision.org

YWCA is a global network empowering 
women around the world to enact social and 
economic change. It works with 25 million 
women and girls in 22,000 communities. 
It works in four priority areas: peace with 
justice, human rights, women’s health and 
HIV and AIDS, and sustainable development. 
For more information visit: www.worldywca.
info

Partnerships

The Coalition for Adolescent Girls is a 
campaign founded by the United Nations 
Foundation and the Nike Foundation, and 
it is committed to driving public and private 
investment in adolescent girls. Information 
regarding the campaign can be found here: 
www.coalitionforadolescentgirls.org

World Bank Adolescent Girls Initiative 
is an initiative hoping to improve girls’ 
employment prospects tomorrow with 
training and education today. It works 
in partnership with the governments of 
Australia, the United Kingdom, Denmark, 
Sweden and Norway. It is also working 
in partnership with private sector firms 
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including Cisco, Standard Chartered Bank 
and Goldman Sachs. Besides preparing girls 
for the labour market, the initiative also 
offers incentives to employers to hire and 
train girls. For more information visit: http://
go.worldbank.org/I5PX4JETM0.

Multi-Laterals

Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) is an organisation 
which brings together governments 
committed to democracy and the market 
economy. Its OECD Development Centre 
has created Wikigender, a project which 
provides a forum through which to exchange 
and collect information on gender issues. 
Wikigender aims to look at social institutions 
and inequality and is a pilot project for 
the OECD Global Project on Measuring 
the Progress of Societies. Like other ‘wiki’ 
programmes, Wikigender is open to all 
to use. For more information visit: www.
wikigender.org. 

The World Bank works closely with other 
development organisations towards 
improving girls’ education. It finances 
projects in developing countries as well as 
providing technology and financial assistance 
to countries with high gender disparities 
in education. Of particular interest to this 
report is its ‘Girls’ Education in the 21st 
Century: Gender Equality, Empowerment 
and Economic Growth Report’ which clearly 
outlines the rates of return on girls’ education 
and looks at the links between education and 
female labour force participation (Chapters 
4 and 5): http://siteresources.worldbank.
org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200 
1099079877269/547664-1099080014368/
DID_Girls_edu.pdf. 
Other excellent resources from the World 
Bank on girls’ empowerment can be found 
at: http://go.worldbank.org/B9VQI8YJT0.

Research

Asia Pacific Women’s Watch is a regional 
network of women’s organisations. It works 
to improve women’s rights by working with 
other NGOs, national governments and 
the UN. More information can be found at: 
www.apww.isiswomen.org. 

Association for Women’s Rights in 
Development (AWID) is an international 
organisation working for women’s rights, 
gender equality and development. It works 
to build alliances and provide capacity-
building within the feminist movement 
and influence international institutions to 
advance women’s issues. AWID provides 
current and up-to-date information on 
women’s rights in the news; as well as 
profiling recent research and information on 
a multitude of topics, themes and countries. 
See: www.awid.org
Also, a profile of the ‘young feminist activism 
program’ can be found here: www.awid.org/
eng/About-AWID/AWID-Initiatives/Young-
Feminist-Activism-Program

Centre for Global Development (CGDev) 
is a non-profit policy research organisation 
focusing on reducing poverty. Of particular 
interest to girls is its report ‘Girls Count: 
a Global Investment and Action Agenda’ 
which can be found at: www.cgdev.org/
files/15154_file_GirlsCount.

Child Rights Information Network (CRIN) is 
a global network of children’s organisations 
which coordinates and promotes information 
on child rights. It presses for child rights, 
not charity, to be at the top of the global 
agenda. It has a membership of 2,000 
organisations and its search facilities can be 
narrowed down by region or theme, with 
extensive information concerning children’s 
legal rights. 

It is currently running a campaign for a 
complaints mechanism to be added to the 
CRC. For more information concerning 
child rights mechanisms see www.crin.org/
docs/CRINmechs.pdf and for information 
on the campaign see www.crin.org/law/
CRC_complaints/. 

Commonwealth Secretariat Gender Division 
works to strengthen government and civil 
society capacity to promote and achieve 
gender equality. More information can be 
found at: www.thecommonwealth.org/
subhomepage/34021/gender/. Publications 
relevant to this report include Naila Kabeer: 
Mainstreaming Gender in Social Protection 
for the Informal Economy (2008) and 
Naila Kabeer: Gender Mainstreaming in 

Poverty Eradication and the Millennium 
Development Goals: A Handbook for Policy-
makers and Other Stakeholders (2003).

The Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
runs the BRIDGE project which works to 
bridge the gap between theory, policy and 
practice with gender information. Of interest 
to this report is its 2007 report ‘Putting 
Gender Back in the Picture: Rethinking 
Women’s Economic Empowerment’ available 
from: www.bridge.ids.ac.uk/reports/BB19_
Economic_Empowerment.pdf. 

International Centre for Research on 
Women (ICRW) is an organisation which 
works on research, technical support for 
capacity building and advocacy. Its research 
focus includes: adolescence, HIV and AIDS, 
food security and nutrition, economic 
development, reproductive health and 
violence against women. Regarding girls, 
it works towards improving sexual and 
reproductive rights and combating child 
marriage. Its many publications on the 
subject can be found at: http://catalog.icrw.
org/pubsearch.htm. 

International Women’s Rights Action 
Watch (IWRAW) Asia Pacific Based in the 
South, IWRAW works to promote domestic 
implementation of international human 
rights standards. It focuses on the CEDAW, 
facilitating a flow of information from the 
international to the domestic to ensure that 
women worldwide are aware of their rights. 
More information can be found at: www.
iwraw-ap.org.

The Population Council is an international 
non-governmental organisation conducting 
research into population issues worldwide. 
It is merging its research areas into three 
headings: HIV and AIDS, Poverty, Gender 
& Youth and Reproductive Health. Research 
relevant to this report includes the report 
‘Growing Up Global: The Changing 
Transitions to Adulthood in Developing 
Countries’ which can be found at: www.
popcouncil.org/mediacenter/PresskitNAS.
html, the ‘Enhancing the Benefits of Girls’ 
Livelihoods Initiative’ briefing paper, which 
can be found at: www.popcouncil.org/pdfs/
TABriefs/PGY_Brief17_Livelihoods.pdf and 

the Poverty, Gender and Youth Working 
Papers which can be found at: www.
popcouncil.org/publications/wp/index.html.  

Vital Voices is a global partnership that 
aims to empower women worldwide. It 
continues the work of the Vital Voices 
Democracy Initiative which was founded by 
then First Lady Hillary Clinton and former 
US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. 
Working in partnership with organisations 
such as the ExxonMobil Foundation, the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Nike 
Foundation, it works to train women leaders 
and entrepreneurs around the world who 
can then go back and train women in their 
own communities. Of particular interest is its 
Vital Voices Radio which airs interviews with 
influential leaders in different sectors: www.
vitalvoices.org/desktopdefault.aspx?page_
id=448. 

Women in Development Europe (WIDE) 
is an umbrella organisation of European 
women’s organisations which monitors and 
influences economic and development policy 
from a feminist perspective. It produces a 
monthly e-newsletter on its activities and 
news relating to gender and development. 
To sign up for the newsletter follow this link: 
www.wide-network.org/blocks/join.jsp. 

Database

DevInfo is a powerful database 
combining three databases to review 
the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals. Of particular interest 
is its ‘Facts. You decide’ page which shows 
statistics on each of the MDGs. It can be 
found here: www.devinfo.org/di_facts.html. 

Gender Institutions and Development 
Database (OECD): The OECD Gender, 
Institutions and Development Database 
(GID-DB) represents a new tool for 
researchers and policy makers to determine 
and analyse obstacles to women’s economic 
development. It covers a total of 160 
countries and comprises an array of 60 
indicators on gender discrimination. The 
database has been compiled from various 
sources and combines in a systematic and 
coherent fashion the current empirical 
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evidence that exists on the socio-economic 
status of women.
www.oecd.org/document/16/0,3343,en_26
49_33935_39323280_1_1_1_1,00.html.

WomenWatch provides information and 
resources on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment. The girl child is one of its 
critical areas of concern. It is a useful source 
of information as it provides clear and easy 
access to the various UN conventions, bodies 
and activities relating to gender in a user-
friendly way. Information specifically related 
to the girl child can be found at: www.
un.org/womenwatch/directory/the_girl_
child_3012.htm

Business Sector

The Girl Effect is a shared initiative by the 
Nike Foundation and the NoVo Foundation 
to create opportunities for girls. It maps the 
‘girl effect’, showing how girl empowerment 
can impact the girl, her community and 
humanity at large and also provides tools and 
information for private employers, NGOs, 
IGOs and policymakers on how to empower 
girls. The ‘It’s Your Move’ report can be 
found at: www.girleffect.org/downloads/
Girl_Effect_Your_Move.pdf. 

The 2009 World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting in Davos had a special panel 
devoted to the Girl Effect. 

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women is an 
initiative that works to provide under-served 
women with business and management 
education and to expand entrepreneurial 
talent in developing countries. Its goal is 
to provide 10,000 women with a business 
and management education over the next 
five years. 10,000 Women works with 
development, NGO and educational actors. 
More information on the initiative can be 
found at: www.10000women.org/index.html. 

Standard Chartered Bank – ‘Goal’: works 
to empower women in their communities in 
India through netball in order to help work 
towards the MDGs. Working with grass-
roots NGOs, it reaches 3,500 young women 
in Delhi. To find out more about Standard 
Chartered’s MDG projects see:
www.standardchartered.com/sustainability/

our-approach/millennium-development-
goals/en/index.html. 

World Economic Forum runs a Women 
Leaders and Gender Parity Programme 
which strives to promote female leadership 
and close the gender gap. It produces a 
Global Gender Gap Report which includes 
a full ranking of 128 countries from both 
the developing and developed world. It 
also monitors the change in rank from 
previous years to map improvements in the 
gender gap. The 2007 report can be found 
here: www.weforum.org/pdf/gendergap/
report2007.pdf.

UN Agencies

International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
is a UN body that works towards labour 
rights and standards. Its Bureau for Gender 
Equality advises offices on promoting gender 
equality. It also coordinates the ILO Gender 
Network. Its 2009 Global Employment 
Trends for Women can be found at: www.ilo.
org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/-
--dcomm/documents/publication/
wcms_103456.pdf.  

Also, the ILO ‘Gender Equality at the Heart 
of Decent Work’ Campaign lasted from June 
2008 to June 2009. Built around decent work 
conditions, the campaign aimed to highlight 
gender equality issues in the workplace as 
well as promote ratification of ILO gender 
equality labour standards. More information 
can be found at www.ilo.org/gender. 

An interesting document by the campaign 
entitled ‘Youth Employment, Breaking 
Gender Barriers for Young Women and Men’ 
can be found at: www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/
groups/public/---dgreports/---gender/
documents/publication/wcms_097919.pdf. 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
focuses on child development, education 
and gender equality, HIV and AIDS, 
child protection and policy advocacy. It 
established the Innocenti Research Centre 
to provide it with research and data. Of 
particular interest to girls is the 2007 ‘State 
of the World’s Children Report – Women 
and Children: the Double Dividend of 
Gender Equality’: www.unicef.org/sowc07/
docs/sowc07.pdf and the 2009 State of 

the World’s Children Report: ‘Maternal and 
Newborn Health’: www.unicef.org/sowc09/
docs/SOWC09-FullReport-EN.pdf.  

UN Commission on the Status of Women 
is a commission of the Economic and Social 
Council dedicated to gender equality and 
the advancement of women. Of particular 
interest are the theme of the 53rd Session 
on ‘The equal sharing of responsibilities 
between women and men, including care-
giving in the context of HIV and AIDS’ which 
can be found at: www.un.org/womenwatch/
daw/csw/53sess.htm and the interactive 
panellists’ papers for the session on ‘The 
Gender Perspectives of the Financial Crisis’ 
which can be found at: www.un.org/
womenwatch/daw/csw/csw53/panel-
financialcrisis.html

United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) Since its establishment 
in 1976, UNIFEM has worked to improve 
the lives of women in the developing world. 
It works on gender issues in four different 
areas: reducing feminised poverty, ending 
violence against women, reversing the 
spread of HIV and AIDS among women 
and girls and achieving gender equality in 
democratic governance in times of peace 
as well as war. UNIFEM produces a variety 
of publications and reports which can be 
purchased or downloaded. www.unifem.
org. Of particular interest to this report is 
their 2005 report: ‘Progress of the World’s 
Women 2005: Women, Work & Poverty’ 
which provides important and useful analysis 
of women’s work in the informal sector: 
www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.
php?ProductID=48

United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) is the UN’s development 
organisation and works on the ground in 166 
countries. Its yearly Human Development 
Report monitors development on a national, 
regional and international level, and can be 
found at: http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/. 
The 1995 Report focused specifically on 
gender: http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/
global/hdr1995/chapters/. Of particular 
interest: Its Human Development Index 
(HDI) measures a country’s development by 
considering education, life expectancy and 

income, but it also produces indices specific 
to gender: the Gender Development Index 
and the Gender Empowerment Index which 
can be found at: http://hdr.undp.org/en/
statistics/indices/gdi_gem/. 

It also runs a Millennium Campaign 
to support and promote awareness of 
the MDGs. The campaign produces ‘The 
Millennium Girls Report’ which summarises 
the data and achievements of all the MDGs. 
It can be found at: 
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/The%20
Millennium%20Development%20Goals%20
Report%202008.pdf.  

The Millennium Project was commissioned 
to come up with a concrete action plan on 
development. Of particular interest to this 
report was its 2005 report ‘Taking Action: 
achieving gender equality and empowering 
women’, see Chapter 7 on ‘Reducing Gender 
Inequality in Employment’. The report can 
be found at: www.unmillenniumproject.org/
documents/Gender-complete.pdf. 

UN Foundation The Foundation’s Women 
and Population section has been working 
to empower women and girls worldwide. It 
has funded projects on eradicating fistula 
and promoting girls’ education. It also works 
to put adolescent girls on the international 
agenda. More information can be found 
at: www.unfoundation.org/our-impact/
empowering-women-girls/?priority_
area=support-adolescent-girls. 

The UN Foundation provides a vehicle 
through which donors can support the UN’s 
work on girls – The Girl Fund. 
www.thegirlfund.org.

United Nations Girls Education Initiative 
(UNGEI) was established in 2000 to narrow 
the gender gap in primary and secondary 
education. While it works under UNICEF, it is 
a worldwide movement that utilises national, 
regional and international institutions to 
mobilise and assist governments to ensure 
that girls have an equal access to education. 
Its ‘Gender Achievement and Prospects’ in 
Education (GAP) projects work to assess 
progress towards MDG2 (universal primary 
education by 2015) and identify obstacles 
and innovations. The GAP Report can be 
found at: www.ungei.org/gap/pdfs/unicef_
gap_low_res.pdf. 
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Of particular interest: In 2009 UNGEI in 
East Asia and the Pacific produced a report 
entitled ‘Making Education Work: the 
Gender Dimension of the School to Work 
Transition’ (www.ungei.org/resources/files/
UNC_UNGEI3_130109_Final_Web.pdf). 

UN Interagency Task Force on Adolescent 
Girls works to put adolescent girls on the 
international agenda. In partnership with 
the UN Foundation, it is co-chaired by 
UNFPA and UNICEF and includes UNESCO, 
UNIFEM, ILO and WHO. It targets 
adolescent girls, especially those aged 10 to 
14. For more information contact the task 
force at laski@unfpa.org or mperisic@unicef.
org. 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
uses population data to ensure that every 
man, woman and child has the right to a 
healthy life. It affects women by focusing 
on reproductive health and gender equality. 
It produces a yearly ‘State of the World’s 
Population’ report, several of which have 
focused on gender. The 2008 Report focuses 
on ‘Culture, Gender and Human Rights’: 
www.unfpa.org/upload/lib_pub_file/816_
filename_en-swop08-report.pdf

2006 focused on ‘Women and 
International Migration’: www.unfpa.org/
upload/lib_pub_file/650_filename_sowp06-
en.pdf and the 2005 report focused on 
‘Gender Equity, Reproductive Health and the 
Millennium Development Goals’: 
www.unfpa.org/upload/lib_pub_file/493_
filename_en_swp05.pdf 

Also, The UNFPA ‘Campaign to End 
Fistula’ (www.endfistula.org/q_a.htm) 
works to foster awareness and prevention 
of a debilitating condition that affects many 
women and girls in the developing world 
who do not have access to health care during 
childbirth. 

UN Programme on Youth is the UN’s focus 
centre on youth. It produces a biannual 
World Youth Report. It has several areas 
of concern, one of which is girls and young 
women. Information regarding its work on 
girls and young women can be found at: 
www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/wpaygirls.htm

About Plan International
Founded over 70 years ago, Plan is one of the oldest and largest international 
development agencies in the world. We work in 48 developing countries across Africa, 
Asia and the Americas. Plan directly supports more than 1.5 million children and their 
families, and indirectly supports an estimated further 9 million people who live in 
communities that are working with Plan. We make long-term commitments to children 
in poverty and assist as many children a possible, by working in partnerships and 
alliance with them, their families, communities, civil society and government, building 
productive relationships and enabling their voices to be heard and recognised in issues 
that affect them.
Plan is independent, with no religious, political or governmental affiliations.

Our vision
Plan’s vision is of a world in which all children realise their full potential in societies that 
respect people’s rights and dignity. 

Our mission
Plan aims to achieve lasting improvements 
in the quality of life of deprived children 
in developing countries, through a process 
that unites people across cultures and adds 
meaning and value to their lives, by:
•	 enabling deprived children, their families 

and their communities to meet their 
basic needs and to increase their ability 
to participate in and benefit from their 
societies; 

•	 building relationships to increase 
understanding and unity among peoples 
of different cultures and countries; 

•	 promoting the rights and interests of the 
world’s children. 

http://plan-international.org/what-you-
can-do/campaigns/because-i-am-a-girl-
campaign
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Tel: (+44)1483 755 155
Web: www.plan-international.org

Plan Asia Regional Office
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Tel: +66 (0) 2 204 2630-4
Email: Aro.ro@plan-international.org

Plan East and South Africa Regional Office
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Tel +254-20-4443462/3/4/5
Email: resa.ro@plan-international.org

Plan Regional Office of the Americas
Ciudad del Saber,
Building 802,
Clayton,
Republic of Panama  
Tel: +507 317 1700  
Email: Roa.ro@plan-international.org. 

Plan West Africa Regional Office
Amitié II Villa 4023,
BP 21121, 
Dakar,
Senegal.
Tel: +221 33 869 7430
Email: waro.ro@plan-international.org 

Plan Australia
1/533 Little Lonsdale Street
Melbourne
Victoria 3000
Australia
Tel: +61-(0)3-9672-3600
Email: info@plan.org.au

Plan Belgium
Galerie Ravenstein 3 B 5
1000 Bruxelles
Belgium
Tel: +32 (0)2 504 60 00
Email: info@planbelgium.be 

Plan Canada
95 St. Clair Avenue West
Suite 1001
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 3B5
Canada
Tel: +1 416-9201654
Email: info@plancanada.ca

Plan Denmark
Rosenoerns Allé 18, 2.sal 
1634 Copenhagen V 
Denmark
Tel: +45-35-300800 
Email: plan@plandanmark.dk

Plan Finland
Pasilanraitio 5 
2nd Floor 
00240 Helsinki 
Finland
Tel: +358-9-6869-800 
Email: info@plan.fi

Plan France
11 rue de Cambrai 
75019 
Paris 
France
Tel: +33-144-899090
Email: fno.office@plan-int.org 

Plan Germany
Bramfelder Strasse 70 
D-22305 Hamburg 
Germany
Tel: +49-40-611400 
Email: info@plan-deutschland.de 

Plan Hong Kong
Unit 1104
11/F Cameron Centre
458 Hennessy Road
Causeway Bay
Hong Kong
Email: info-hk@plan.org.hk

Plan Ireland
126 Lower Baggot Street 
Dublin 2 
Ireland
Tel: +353-1-6599601  
Email: info@plan.ie  

Plan Japan
11F Sun Towers 
Centre Building 2-11-22 
Sangenjaya 
Setagaya-Ku 
Tokyo 154-8545 
Japan
Tel: +81-3-5481-3511 
Email: hello@plan-japan.org 

Plan Korea
Room B-1503 
Richensia 72-1 
Hannam-Dong 
Yongsan-Gu Seoul 
Korea 140-210
Tel: +82-2-790-5436 
Email: korea.no@plan-international.org 

Plan Netherlands
Van Boshuizenstraat 12 
1083 BA, Amsterdam 
Netherlands
Tel: +31-20-549-5555 
Email: info@plannederland.nl 

Plan Norway
Address for delivery:
Tullins gate 4C
0166 Oslo 
Norway
Tel: +47-22-031600 
Email: info@plan-norge.no 

Plan Spain
C/ Pantoja 6 
28002 Madrid 
Spain
Tel: +34-91-5241222 
Email: info@planespana.org

Plan Sweden
Box 92150
Textilgatan 43 
SE-120 08, Stockholm 
Sweden
Tel: +46-8-58 77 55 00
Email: info@plansverige.org 

Plan Switzerland
Toedistrasse 51 
CH-8002 Zurich 
Switzerland
Tel: +41-44-288-9050 
Email: info@plan-schweiz.ch

Plan UK
5-6 Underhill Street 
Camden Town 
London NW1 7HS 
United Kingdom
Tel: +44-20-74829777
Email: mail@plan-international.org.uk 

Plan USA
155 Plan Way 
Warwick 
Rhode Island 
02886-1099 USA
Tel: +1-401-7385600 
Email: donorrelations@planusa.org  

Plan European Union (EU) Liaison Office
Galerie Ravenstein; 27/4 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium
Tel: +32-2-504-6050 
Email: info.eu@plan-international.org


